Viewpoint: Discriminating between noncompetitive and allosteric interactions.
Understanding inhibition modes other than competitive is of clear importance in neuropharmacology. However, there appears to be some confusion concerning modes of inhibition that are not of the competitive type. It is critical to make a distinction between "not competitive" and "noncompetitive," as the later is a particular mode of inhibition. Further, there appears to be confusion between noncompetitive and allosteric behavior. Our purpose in this contribution is to explore the basis of these terms so that insight into pharmacological systems has a firmer mechanistic basis.